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RESPONSIBLE PARENTING SERVICES 

24. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
(1) Have responsible parenting services commenced in the north metropolitan and Kimberley regions; if 

not, what is the timetable for commencement? 

(2) What impact will the three per cent cut in public sector expenditure have on responsible parenting 
services?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The member should be aware that responsible parenting 
services are the initiative of the Department for Child Protection. In its written form, the Leader of the 
Opposition’s question is directed to the Minister for Community Services.  

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I am the Minister for Child Protection and the Minister for Community Services. 
The written question is addressed to me as the Minister for Community Services when it should have been 
addressed to me as the Minister for Child Protection.  

Hon Norman Moore: Don’t bother trying to explain it to them. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I am the responsible minister. I am trying to explain the situation to those 
members who do not understand. In answer to the question —  

(1) Yes, responsible parenting services have commenced in the north metropolitan and east Kimberley 
regions.  

(2) The recruitment process is underway in the west Kimberley region, with implementation anticipated for 
early 2009. The department is in the process of identifying strategies to achieve the three per cent 
efficiency dividend. The responsible parenting initiative is a front-line service; therefore, it is expected 
to be bolstered by the efficiencies achieved. I remind the opposition that the three per cent efficiency 
dividend was an initiative of Hon Eric Ripper, who was the Treasurer in the previous Labor 
government. It was announced in the pre-election financial projections statement, which stated that the 
government had approved the imposition of a one-off three per cent efficiency dividend across 
appropriation-funded agencies from 1 January 2009. The dividend will apply to total expenses 
excluding grants and non-cash depreciation costs.  

 


